PREFACE

way, and that the vanguard ought to be ashamed of themselves
and must be made to turn back at once. But they find that they
have to follow the vanguard all the same if their lives are to be
worth living.

AFTER THE CRUCIFIXION

Let us now return to the New Testament narrative; for what
happened after the disappearance of Jesus is instructive. Unfor-
tunately, the crucifixion was a complete political success. I re-
member that when I described it in these terms once before, I
greatly shocked a most respectable newspaper in my native town,
the Dublin Daily Express, because my journalistic phrase shewed
that I was treating it as an ordinary event like Home Rule or the
Insurance Act: that is (though this did not occur to the editor),
as a real event which had really happened, instead of a portion of
the Church service. I can only repeat, assuming as I am that it
was a real event and did actually happen, that it was as complete
a success as any in history. Christianity as a specific doctrine was
slain with Jesus, suddenly and utterly. He was hardly cold in his
grave, or high in his heaven (as you please), before the apostles
dragged the tradition of him down to the level of the thing it has
remained ever since. And that thing the intelligent heathen may
study, if they would be instructed in it by modern books, in
Samuel Butler's novel, The Way of All Flesh.

THE VINDICTIVE MIRACLES AND THE STONING OF STEPHEN

Take, for example, the miracles. Of Jesus alone of all the
Christian miracle workers there is no record, except in certain
gospels that all men reject, of a malicious or destructive miracle.
A barren fig-tree was the only victim of his anger. Every one of
his miracles on sentient subjects was an act of kindness. John de-
clares that he healed the wound of the man whose ear was cut off
(by Peter, John says) at the arrest in the garden. One of the first
things the apostles did with their miraculous power was to strike
dead a wretched man and his wife who had defrauded them by
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